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1. THE PEOPLE’S CONVENTION  
 
What’s an Article V Convention? 
 
The founders of the United States anticipated there would be times when The People 
would need to step in and re-direct their government—especially when it came to limiting 
the power of the government itself.

1
  So they created Article V of the U.S. Constitution 

which provides The People with the constitutional right to bypass Congress and hold a 
convention for the purpose of proposing amendments to upgrade and strengthen the 
U.S. Constitution.

2
  It’s referred to as an Article V Convention—or The People’s 

Convention.  
 
This right is based on the most fundamental of democratic principles:  

We the People—not the President, not the 
Congress, and not even the Supreme 
Court—are ultimately accountable for the 
direction of our nation—and The People 
always have the right to step in and re-
direct the government when they feel it 
necessary. Any yet a convention has 
never been held!   

(Back to Top) 
 
What’s The People’s Convention? 
 
The People’s Convention is an Article V Convention (see above) established by The People’s Convention 
LLC, an unbiased, non-partisan, non-profit organization. 
 
Believing that the right of The People to bypass Congress, get together and be heard in a respectful, 
dignified and fact-based exploration is a critical and a necessary breakthrough in our American 
democracy, the goal of The People’s Convention LLC is to:  
  

1. Eliminate the previous obstacles to a convention.  
2. Organize a modern democratic convention that’s as open, honest, fair and effective as 

possible—AND provides every American with the authentic opportunity to be heard by submitting, 
commenting and voting on proposed amendments to upgrade their democracy. 

3. Focus on proposals that appear to bring a supermajority of Americans together—rather 
than divide them—because that’s what it takes to obtain the necessary support of 75% of the 
state legislatures/conventions for ratification. 

4. Support highly popular proposed amendments in becoming law. 
 
Finally, rather than serving as an exceedingly rare one-time convention event, The People’s Convention 
is designed to serve as a new and valuable ongoing component of an upgraded and strengthened 
American democracy.  
 
Since the right of The People to be heard—to oversee their government—and to intervene if necessary, is 
a keystone of our American democracy, The People’s Convention is designed to serve as an ongoing, 
year-round process available to anyone at anytime as long as The People feel the need for it.  The 
convention process consists of three primary components: 
 

1. The Annual Meeting – Every year a public annual meeting will be held in the central United 
States to review, discuss and vote on the work previously accomplished on the website. The 
meeting will be televised and available online. Anyone may call in and participate remotely.  
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2. Televised Town Hall Meetings – Upon request, town hall meetings will be held around the 

nation. The meetings will be taped and televised with meeting results posted on the website 
 
3. The Website – The website www.ThePeoplesConvention.org serves as the ongoing heart of the 

convention process because the website is where anyone may participate and be heard at any 
time year round by submitting, commenting or voting on proposals.  

(Back to Top) 
 
Why Have a Convention? 
 
Democracies have a history of simply perishing when they lose the confidence of The People. And today 
most Americans have serious concerns about the future of their government and political process:   

 83% disapprove of the job Congress is doing.
3
 

 78% are dissatisfied with the nation’s political system.
4
  

 81% believe members of Congress accept bribes.
5
 

 
Many Americans believe the fundamental American values and principles seem to have gone by the 
wayside including: 

 Honesty (including Truthfulness and Integrity) 

 Fairness (including Justice and Equality) 

 Respect (including Honor and Dignity, and 

 The Common Good (What Best for the Most). 
 
And many dramatic proposals are already very popular including: 

 Eliminating the undemocratic influence of money on politics. 

 Establishing a code of professional conduct and term limits for 
elected representatives. 

 Balancing the federal budget. 
 
Yet most Americans are unaware of how to make the changes they want. 
They know they can (1) Try to elect new people every few years, or (2) Take to the streets—and they 
know both of those avenues have shown mixed results.  
 
The problem here is both of these avenues rely on Congress successfully addressing the issues—
when in fact it’s the failure of Congress to address the issues in the first place that’s forced The People to 
step in and address the issues themselves. 
 
Fortunately, the founders anticipated there would be times like this and they provided The People with a 
3

rd
 Avenue which is far more effective than the first two avenues—when used.   

 
Article V of the Constitution provides everyday Americans with the constitutional right to bypass 
Congress and hold their own convention

6
 to explore proposed amendments that would upgrade and 

strengthen their democracy.
7
  And yet this 3

rd
 Avenue—known here as The People’s Convention—has 

never ever been used—until now! 
 
Believing that the right of The People to bypass Congress, get together and be heard in a respectful, 
dignified and fact-based exploration is a critical and a necessary breakthrough in our American 
democracy, the goal of The People’s Convention LLC is to:  
  

1. Eliminate the previous obstacles to a convention.  

http://www.thepeoplesconvention.org/
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2. Organize a modern democratic convention that’s as open, honest, fair and effective as 
possible—AND provides every American with the authentic opportunity to be heard by submitting, 
commenting and voting on proposed amendments to upgrade their democracy. 

3. Focus on proposals that appear to bring a supermajority of Americans together—rather 
than divide them—because that’s what it takes to obtain the necessary support of 75% of the 
state legislatures/conventions for ratification. 

4. Support highly popular proposed amendments in becoming law. 
(Back to Top) 
 

Is This the Same as a “Constitutional” Convention? 
 
No. An Article V Constitution—or The People’s Convention—is not a 
“constitutional” convention because the participants in The Article V-People’s 
Convention have no ability whatsoever to actually change the terms of the 
Constitution themselves.   
 
While the participants may explore proposed amendments to the 
constitution—they may not ratify or enact them. To be ratified, a proposed 

amendment needs to be approved later by a supermajority of Americans (75% of the state 
legislatures/conventions).  
(Back to Top) 
 
 
Why Hasn’t a Convention Been Held Before? 
 
There are three reasons a convention has never been held. 
 
First, some are concerned The People’s Convention is, or could 
become, a “Constitutional” Convention whereby a small group of 
people or special interests could hijack the process and change the 
terms of the Constitution without the support of a supermajority of 
Americans.  
 

Second, some believe a number of extra complications are needed for an Article V convention.
8
  

 
Third, some are simply concerned that something could be submitted—and later approved by 75% of the 
states—that’s against their interests.   
 
The founders shared these concerns and addressed them by: 
 

 Making sure the participants of The People’s Convention may only propose amendments to the 
Constitution—not ratify them.  Proposed amendments may only be ratified by a supermajority of 
Americans (75% of the state legislatures/conventions). 

 

 It’s not constitutionally required to add additional complications to a convention—especially if 
they have the effect of thwarting the exercise of that constitutional right. 

 

 Making sure it took a lot more support to amend the Constitution than what it takes for Congress 
to pass a law. It only takes a quorum consisting of a simple majority of Congress (50.1%) to hold 
a vote in Congress and it takes only a simple majority of those in attendance to pass a law 
(50.1%).  Therefore Congress may now pass a law with as little support as 26-51% of the 
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members.  On the other hand, amending the Constitution requires an enormous amount of 
support—a supermajority of Americans (75% of the state legislatures/conventions). 

(Back to Top) 
  
 
What’s the Goal Here?  
 
The goal here is to eliminate the obstacles to an Article V Convention 
and return to the American people their constitutional right to freely get 
together, be heard, and re-direct their government, if necessary, by 
way of The People’s Convention.  
 
The role of The People’s Convention LLC is to serve as an unbiased, 
non-partisan facilitator using its legal, political and organizing skills to:  
 

1. Eliminate the previous obstacles to a convention.  
2. Organize a modern democratic convention that’s as open, honest, fair and effective as 

possible—AND provides every American with the authentic opportunity to be heard by submitting, 
commenting and voting on proposed amendments to upgrade their democracy. 

3. Focus on proposals that appear to bring a supermajority of Americans together—rather 
than divide them—because that’s what it takes to obtain the necessary support of 75% of the 
state legislatures/conventions for ratification. 

4. Support highly popular proposed amendments in becoming law. 
(Back to Top) 
 
 
What Kind of Proposed Amendments Are We Talking About? 
 
At any point in time, there are hundreds of proposed amendments to the constitution. Anyone may 
propose any amendment at any time and Congress reviews dozens of proposals every year.  
 
However, by far the vast majority of proposed amendments are politically driven, highly divisive and 
partisan—and as a result—they are designed to fail.   
 
That’s because the founders specifically designed the amendment process to focus on proposals that 
bring a supermajority of Americans together—rather than divide them—because that’s what it takes 
to obtain the necessary support of 75% of the state legislatures/conventions for ratification. 
 
It’s important to remember that the primary purpose of the American Constitution is to:  

1. Capture the fundamental values and principles of the American people—and have the 
government honor and respect them, and  

2. Provide the nuts-and-bolts design of the government.  
 
Therefore, initiating the amendment process really only becomes appropriate when it appears a 
supermajority of the people—as represented by 75% of the state legislatures/conventions—believe: 

1. The government is not honoring a fundamental value or principle of the American people, and/or  
2. The nuts-and-bolts design of the government needs to be upgraded.  

 
For example, most of the specific concerns expressed today—whether by the right wing, the left wing 
and/or the middle—deal with the belief that the government is not honoring one of more fundamental 
American values and principles including: 

 Honesty (including Truthfulness and Integrity) 

 Fairness (including Justice and Equality) 
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 Respect (including Honor and Dignity), and 

 The Common Good (What Best for the Most). 
 

In the second case, for example, if the government fails to establish 
something the vast majority of Americans want—such as creating and 
honoring an acceptable federal financial plan—that may call for an 
amendment that allows The People to bypass Congress and address the 
issue themselves.  That could include as establishing an initiative process 
similar to those already used in a number of states—or provide for 
penalties for Congressional failure to present an acceptable plan.  
 
So proposed amendments to the Constitution—to be successful—should typically speak to one of more 
fundamental American values and principles.  Examples could include establishing a constitutional right 
to: 

 Fairness - A governmental and political process free from the undemocratic influence of money 
and wealth. 

 Honesty & Dignity - Establish an ethical code of conduct for elected representatives. 

 The Common Good - Limit the terms of elected representatives.  

 Fairness - Provide every American with an equal and fair opportunity to be heard by their 
government.  

 Honesty & Fairness – Complete, accurate, honest and intelligible information from the 
government and media. 

(Back to Top) 
 
 
Isn’t It Hard to Amend the Constitution? 
 
Not necessarily.  
 
The U.S. Constitution has been amended on average once every nine years.  The last two amendments, 
the 27

th
 and the 26

th
 were in 1992 and 1971, and that was twenty and forth-one years ago.

9
 

 
And the 26

th
 Amendment in 1971—allowing 18-20 year olds to vote—was accomplished in less than 

four months!
10

   
 
The key to drafting a successful amendment to the constitution is to have it bring a supermajority of 
Americans together—not divide them and  
 

1. Have your proposed amendment be as short, simple and intelligible as possible.  
2. Have your proposal speak to a fundamental American value or principle.  
3. Have your specific proposal be more general in nature—and include your more detailed, 

specific intentions in a separate document known as The Intention of the Drafters. 
 
See also below - How Do I Draft a Proposed Amendment to the Constitution? 
(Back to Top) 
 
 
What’s Your Role in the Convention? 
 
The role of The People’s Convention LLC is to serve as the facilitator to:  

 Ensure the integrity of the convention process by having it be as open, fair, honest, democratic 
and effective as possible.   
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 Remain neutral and avoid any appearance of bias for or against any proposal. 

 Assist proposed amendments in obtaining the support of a supermajority of Americans (75% of 
the state legislatures/conventions) and becoming law.  

 
The facilitator also to support all aspects of the convention process including selecting, managing and 
overseeing: 

 The public relations professionals 

 The national polling professionals  

 The Town Hall Meeting coordinating professionals  

 The television professionals, and  

 The website professionals.  
(Back to Top) 
 
 
Who’s Behind The People’s Convention? 
 
The creator and facilitator of The People’s Convention is a non-partisan, non-profit, tax-exempt 
organization known as The People’s Convention LLC. 
 
The Founder and Executive Director of The People’s Convention LLC is Blair C. Henry JD, a former 
Seattle corporate attorney, deputy prosecuting attorney, professor and certified mediator. 
 
Blair worked on Capitol Hill during Watergate in the 1970’s, served as a delegate to both 
the Washington State Democrat and Republican state conventions in the 1980’s, and 
served as a candidate for United States Senate in the 1990’s. Blair is currently a registered 
independent voter and lives in Sedona, Arizona. More info. 

 
Blair has provided the vast majority of the work and funding to date.  
 
Tax deductible, angel funding is now being sought.  Since the facilitator shall ensure the integrity of the 
convention process, can only be accepted from donors willing to support the need for transparency, 
fairness and impartiality. 
(Back to Top) 

 
 
2. HOW IT WORKS 
 
How Will You Eliminate the Obstacles to the Convention?  
 
To see the previous obstacles, please go to Why Convention 
Hasn’t a Convention Been Held Before above.  
 
In a nutshell, the previous obstacles consisting of fear and 
misunderstanding will be addressed with education.    
 
The final obstacle—unnecessary complications—has been has been addressed by designing a modern, 
innovative and legal Article V convention process that avoids many of the concerns and moves the 
process forward quickly, fairly and democratically.  
 
To protect the investment of those who choose to financially support this effort, the details of the plan will 
not be disclosed until such time as all funding has been secured.  
(Back to Top) 
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How’s the Convention Organized? 
 
Since the right of The People to be heard—to oversee their government—and to intervene if necessary, is 
a keystone of our American democracy, The People’s Convention is designed to serve as an ongoing, 
year-round process available to anyone at anytime as long as The People feel the need for it.  The 
convention process consists of three primary components: 
 

1. The Annual Meeting – Every year a public annual meeting will be held in the central United 
States to review, discuss and vote on the work previously accomplished on the website. The 
meeting will be televised and available online. Anyone may call in and participate remotely.  
 

2. Televised Town Hall Meetings – Upon request, town hall meetings will be held around the 
nation. The meetings will be taped and televised with meeting results posted on the website 

 
3. The Website – The website www.ThePeoplesConvention.org serves as the ongoing heart of the 

convention process because the website is where anyone may participate and be heard at any 
time year round by submitting, commenting or voting on proposals.  

 
Additional design details will be produced after consultation with the financial sponsors. 
 
The role of The People’s Convention LLC is to serve as an unbiased, non-partisan facilitator using its 
legal, political and organizing skills to:  
 

1. Eliminate the previous obstacles to a convention.  
2. Organize a modern democratic convention that’s as open, honest, fair and effective as 

possible—AND provides every American with the authentic opportunity to be heard by submitting, 
commenting and voting on proposed amendments to upgrade their democracy. 

3. Focus on proposals that appear to bring a supermajority of Americans together—rather 
than divide them—because that’s what it takes to obtain the necessary support of 75% of the 
state legislatures/conventions for ratification. 

4. Support highly popular proposed amendments in becoming law. 
 
The facilitator will accomplish this by:  
 

 Collecting - Giving everyone an 
opportunity to submit their wants, 
intentions, concerns, ideas, suggestions 
and specific proposed amendments either 
online, by mail or by phone.  

 

 Separating - Separating all submissions 
into two categories: “What People Want” 
and “Specific Proposed Amendments”. 

 

 Converting - Assisting with turning “What 
People Want” into “Specific Proposed 
Amendments” 

 

 Refining – Refining and clarifying 
“Specific Proposed Amendments” to a 
point where they are most likely to secure 
the support of a supermajority of 

http://www.thepeoplesconvention.org/
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Americans (75% of the state legislatures/conventions)—and therefore become law. 
(Back to Top) 
 
 
What’s the Timeline? 
 
The current plan and timeline includes, but is not limited to: 
Jan-Feb 2012 

a. Securing angel funders. 
b. Securing a public relations firm. 
c. Completing the plan, legal entity, tax status. 
d. Coordinating with related organizations. 
e. Creating the website for proposed amendments. 
 

Mar-Jun 2012 
a. Launching the PR campaign. 
b. Collecting/organizing all proposed amendments. 
c. Providing assistance in drafting proposed amendments.  
d. Securing national polling assistance. 

Jul 2012 
a. Hosting the first televised national town hall meeting.  
b. Conducting national polling on proposed amendments. 
 

Aug-Sep 2012 
a. Submitting proposed amendments to the state legislatures/conventions.  
 

Oct-Nov 2012 
a. Securing teams obtaining state support.  
 

Dec 2012-Feb 2013  
a. Minimum one proposal ratified by ¾ of states

(Back to Top) 
 
 
What’s Next? 
 
Secure funding. 
(Back to Top) 
 

 
 

3. GETTING STARTED  
 
 
If I Want to be Heard, Where Do I Start? 
 
1. Go to www.ThePeoplesConvention.org. Click on PROPOSALS. Review What People Want and the 

Specific Proposed Amendments submitted to date—add your comments and votes.  
 
2. If you want to submit your wants, comments or specific proposed amendment(s) separately, go to 

www.ThePeoplesConvention.org. Click on PROPOSALS. Click on and complete the INPUT FORM.  
 
3. On the INPUT FORM you may:  

http://www.thepeoplesconvention.org/
http://www.thepeoplesconvention.org/
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 Include your intentions, wants, concerns, etc. under What People Want 

 Submit your own a Specific Proposed Amendment (if you have one) 

 Submit a short title for your proposal (if you have one) 

 Include your Supporting Facts and Opinions (if you have any) 
(Back to Top) 
 
 
How Do I Draft a Proposed Amendment to the Constitution? 
 
1. Go to www.ThePeoplesConvention.org. Click on PROPOSALS. Review What People Want and the 

Specific Proposed Amendments submitted to date—and add your comments and votes. 
 
2. If you want to submit your wants, comments or specific proposed amendment(s) separately, go to 

www.ThePeoplesConvention.org. Click on PROPOSALS. Click on and complete the INPUT FORM.  
 
3. See above - What Kind of Proposed Amendments Are We Talking About?  
 
4. For your proposal to have a good chance of being successful, it must bring Americans together-not 

divide them so as to eventually appeal to a supermajority of Americans (75% of the state 
legislatures/conventions).  Therefore, we recommend you consider the following: 

 
5. Have your proposed amendment be as short, simple and intelligible as possible. Most current 

amendments average about 55 words. Many of the most powerful amendments are less than 20 
words.  Ex: Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech.  

 
6. Have your proposal speak to a fundamental American value or principle. Since there is no 

single list of the fundamental American values and principles, speak to what you think a fundamental 
American value or principle is, or should be. Ex: The People should have the right to the truth from 
their government.

 
 

 
7. Have your specific proposal be more general in nature.  It’s not necessary or recommended that 

you address every possible interpretation of the amendment in the amendment itself. We recommend 
you list your specific intentions in a separate document known as The Intention of the Drafters 
which you should copy under the What People Want section of The Input Form. 

 
8. Complete the INPUT FORM. 
 
9. You include your intentions in the “What People Want” box.  While the amendment itself should 

be short, simple and intelligible, this is where you let the government know exactly what you want this 
proposal to address. Courts often look to the intentions of the drafters if they need to interpret the 
amendment. (Ex: My intention is to (1) Protect the right of the people to speak without retribution by 
the government  (2) To reverse the Supreme Court decision in Smith v Jones and (3) Overrule law PL 
23-1234 enacted by Congress in 2010. 

 
 
As additional examples, here are some sample proposed amendments to the Constitution that  
(a) Address a fundamental American value or principle (b) Are short, simple and intelligible (c) Are 
general in nature and (d) Will be supported by more specific examples in the Intentions of the Drafters.  
 
Each of the following would provide the American People with a new constitutional right that they do not 
have now—and they address some fundamental American values and principles: 
 

http://www.thepeoplesconvention.org/
http://www.thepeoplesconvention.org/
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a. The Right to be Heard – Every person shall have an equal and fair opportunity to be heard by 
their government. No one is to have a greater opportunity to be heard than another—including, 
but not limited to, those with wealth, power, position or connections. 

 
b. Merit - All decisions by the government and its contractors shall be made public and based solely 

on the merits of the options.  No decision is to be based all or in part on whom, what, or how 
much money is behind an option. 

 
c. Honesty - Every person shall always receive complete, honest, accurate, and intelligible 

information from the government and the media on all matters of public policy. No member of the 
government, its contractors, its political candidates or the media shall ever mislead or deceive the 
public on any matter of public policy.  

 
d. Ethics – Every current and former member of the government, its contractors and its political 

candidates, shall be held to highest standards and ethical and fiduciary. 
 
(Back to Top) 
 
 
Can I Draft a Proposed Amendment to Overrule the Supreme Court? 
 
Yes.  The Supreme Court too was created by The People and The People have right to step in re-direct 
the court when they feel it necessary.  
 
If the court interprets a law or the Constitution in a way that is opposed by a supermajority of Americans 
(75% of the state legislatures/conventions), a constitutional amendment re-directing the court can be 
added. 
 
Indeed, the twenty-seven amendments to the Constitution, approximately seven amendments, or 26% of 
the total amendments, directly overrule an interpretation of the Supreme Court or another federal court: 

 The 11
th
 amendment overruled Chisholm v. Georgia - providing states with some immunity. 

 The 13
th
 and 14

th
 amendments were in response to Dred Scott v. Sandford – regarding slavery. 

 The 16
th
 amendment overruled Pollock v. Farmers’ Loan and Trust Co – allowing income tax. 

 The 19
th
 amendment overruled U.S. v Anthony – allowing women to vote. 

 The 24
th
 amendment overruled Breedlove v. Suttles – eliminating poll taxes. 

 The 26
th
 amendment overruled Oregon v. Mitchell – allowing 18-20 year olds to vote. 

(Back to Top) 
 
 
Have Mistakes Been Made with Constitutional Amendments? 
 
Yes.  In 1919, a supermajority of The People passed the 18

th
 amendment restricting access to alcohol. 

However, when the prohibition failed to produce the intended results, a supermajority of The People 
acknowledged the mistake fourteen years later and repealed the 18

th
 amendment with the 21

st
 

amendment.  Since there are twenty-seven amendments, at least two of them, or 7%, dealt with a 
mistake.  
(Back to Top) 
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Can You Help Me Draft a Proposed Amendment? 
 
Yes.  Just ask.  
(Back to Top) 
 
 
How Do I Submit a Proposed Amendment to the Constitution? 
 
Go to www.ThePeoplesConvention.org. Click on PROPOSALS. Click on INPUT FORM. 
(Back to Top) 
 
 
What Happens After I Submit Something? 
 
First, we review your submission—whether it be a comment or a proposal—before it goes online. If we 
have any questions or concerns, we’ll email you.  If you don’t hear from us within a few days, your 
submission will be posted on the website and anyone may review it, make comments on it and vote on it.  
 
Should we choose not to post something, we will keep a record of it and will make all information 
available to anyone that requests it.  
(Back to Top) 
 
 
How Do I Contact You? 

 
The People’s Convention 
250 Devil’s Kitchen Drive 
Sedona, Arizona 86351 
218-230-4024 
www.ThePeoplesConvention.org 
info@ThePeoplesConvention.org 
(Back to Top) 

 
 
4. THE AMENDMENT PROCESS 
 
What Are the Rules for Amending the 
Constitution? 
 
Under Article V of the Constitution, there are two 
avenues for amending the Constitution. 
 
First, Congress may review proposed 
amendments to the Constitution.  If two-thirds of 
each house of Congress approves a proposal, it’s 
sent to the states. Then if three-quarters of the 
state legislatures/conventions— approve a 
proposal, it becomes an amendment to the 
Constitution.    
 
Second, The People may, by way of their state 
legislatures, hold a convention to review proposed 

http://www.thepeoplesconvention.org/
http://www.thepeoeplesconvention.org/
mailto:info@ThePeoplesConvention.org
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amendments to the Constitution. Then if three-quarters of the state legislatures/conventions approve a 
proposed amendment, it becomes an actual amendment to the Constitution.    
 
The first avenue—going through Congress—has been used over 11,000 times—an average of about 50 
proposed amendments a year. Thirty-three proposed amendments have been approved by Congress and 
forwarded to the states where twenty-seven proposed amendments were ratified by 75% of the state  
legislatures/conventions. That’s an average of 1 amendment every 9 years. The last amendments 
were 20 years ago in 1992 and 41 years ago in 1971.

11
   

 
The second avenue—where The People explore proposed amendments themselves at The People’s 
Convention— has never been used in over 220 years and therefore 0 proposed amendments by the 
people have been adopted.  
(Back to Top) 
 
 
Isn’t It Difficult to Amend the Constitution? 
 
It can be difficult amend the Constitution—but it also doesn’t need to be.  The 26

th
 Amendment which 

gave 18-20 year olds the right to vote was accomplished in less than four months!   
 
The degree of difficulty typically depends on two things. 
 
First, the wording of the proposal is critical. The founders wanted to make it difficult for any proposed 
amendment that’s divisive, marginal or highly partisan. To be successful, a proposal must appeal to a 
supermajority of Americans across the political spectrum (75% of the state legislatures/conventions).  So 
we recommend a proposal be as short, simple, and intelligible as possible and that it appeal to some 
basic American value or principle.

 12
 

 
Second, the avenue is also critical. Proposed amendments to the constitution may be submitted through  
(1) Congress or (2) The People by way of The People’s Convention. Proposed amendments that are 
unlikely to be supported by two-thirds of Congress should be submitted by The People through the 
convention process where Congress may not interfere. 
(Back to Top) 
 
 
What Are the Advantages to The People Amending the Constitution Themselves? 
 
There are basically three avenues available to 
upgrade and strengthen the American democracy:
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First, Congress may pass a law with the 
agreement of as little as 26% of it’s the members (a 
simple majority of a quorum which is 50% of the 
members). 
 
Second, Congress may propose an amendment to 
the Constitution if over 66% of the members agree—
and then 75% of the state legislatures/conventions 
would be needed to ratify. 
 
Third, The People may also propose an amendment to the Constitution by way of a convention and the 
support of over 66% of the state legislatures/conventions —and then 75% of the state 
legislatures/conventions would then needed to ratify. 
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The advantages of The People holding a convention themselves and proposing amendments include: 
 

1. The People are free to propose changes without interference from Congress or special interests. 
 

2. Amendments to the Constitution are much more permanent because a supermajority of 
Americans (75% of the state legislatures/conventions) is required to enact them—and it will take 
a supermajority of Americans (75% of the state legislatures/conventions) to change or remove 
them.  

 
3. Laws passed by Congress are much less reliable because Congress may change or remove a 

law as easily as it creates it with as little as 26-51% of the members i.e. Whatever Congress 
Giveth—Congress May Taketh Away. 

 
4. Congress may propose changes or the removal amendments to the Constitution, but Congress 

cannot enact them. Only a supermajority of The People (75% of the state 
legislatures/conventions) can enact, change or rescind an amendment to the Constitution i.e. 
Whatever The People Giveth—Only The People may Taketh Away. 

 
5. Giving The People the opportunity to be heard and to decide and take action themselves creates 

a much greater sense of participation, community and ownership in the democracy—at that 
dramatically strengthens the democracy.   

(Back to Top) 
 
 
What Do We Know About The People’s Convention? 
       
Article V was drafted quickly and is very short. However, here’s what we know.  

1. The Convention is authorized by Article V of the U.S. Constitution:  

 
 “The Congress. . .on the Application of the Legislatures of two-thirds of the. . .States,  
 shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments (to the Constitution), 
 which. . .shall be valid. . .when ratified by. . .three-fourths of the. . .States. . .”
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2. It’s NOT a “Constitutional Convention”:  An Article V convention is not a “constitutional convention” 
because attendees can only propose amendments to the constitution—they cannot enact them.

 
 Only 

the vote of a supermajority of the state legislatures/conventions (75%) can enact a proposed amendment.   
 
3. It’s the People’s Convention:  The President, the Congress and the Governors specifically have no 
role or authority whatsoever in the convention process—with the exception that Congress “shall call a 
convention” when requested by two-thirds of the state legislatures. 
 
4. Free Exchange of Ideas:  The Constitution provides no restrictions or requirements on the proposing 
of amendments at The People’s Convention.  This suggests the founders wanted the people to be free to 
exchange and explore ideas without restriction.  
 
This interpretation appears to be supported by the fact that the founders also gave Congress the right to 
propose amendments to the Constitution “whenever they shall deem it necessary” and Congress has 
reviewed over 11,000 proposed amendments to date—with little or no oversight, screening or limitations 
whatsoever.
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5. A Modern Online Convention: The Constitution also requires no specific format for the convention. 
Therefore, since it’s the people’s convention, presumably there is no prohibition against establishing a 
modern online convention that uses modern communication technologies—including the internet, 
television and telephone—to allow as many Americans as possible to participate and be heard.   
(Back to Top) 
 
--ENDNOTES FOLLOW-- 

  
                                                   
 
1 Justice Antonin Scalia 
From a presentation by Justice Scalia at “A Constitutional Convention: How Well Would It Work?” American Enterprise Institute 
(AEI) Forum, Washington DC May 23, 1979. Transcript copyright 1978 by AEI. Quoted in “A More Perfect Constitution” by Dr. 
Larry J. Sabato, Center for Politics, University of Virginia.   
 
2 Article V of the U.S. Constitution. 
( The text highlighted in yellow pertains to the convention process) 
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, 
on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, 
which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of 
three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may 
be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred 
and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, 
without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 
www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html 
 
3 PollingReport.com  
www.pollingreport.com/CongJob1.htm 
 CBS News Poll. Nov. 6-10, 2011. 
 
4 Washington Post Poll  
By Abt-SRBI of New Work, August 9, 2011 
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/polls/postpoll_080911.html 
 
5 Pew Research Center for the People & the Press 
Survey conducted by Princeton Survey Research Associates International. Released January 11, 2006. 
www.people-press.org/2006/01/11/americans-taking-abramoff-alito-and-domestic-spying-in-stride/ 
 
6 see #2 above  
 
7 The American Form of Government 
Today, there are over 60 types of democracies. In the beginning, the Americans referred to their government as a republic—
and not “simple” democracy.  That’s because many simple democracies have turned in “mobocracies”—with 50.1% of the 
people dominating the minorities in any way they saw fit. 
 
The American democracy is based upon a written document, the Constitution, which was agreed upon by the vast majority of 
Americans—not simply 50.1%.  For that reason, the American government is often referred to as a “constitutional” democracy.  
The American people are also represented in Congress by others.  For that reason, the American government is often referred 
to as a “representative” democracy.  Nevertheless, for the purpose of this work, since most Americans commonly refer to the 
American government as a ”democracy”, we too will use that general term.  
 
8 Questions About the Article V Process  
1. The Application Process 
Must both houses of each state legislature take part in making application for a convention to Congress? 
By what vote in each house of a state legislature must application to Congress be made? Simple majority? Two-thirds? 

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html
http://www.pollingreport.com/CongJob1.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/polls/postpoll_080911.html
http://www.people-press.org/2006/01/11/americans-taking-abramoff-alito-and-domestic-spying-in-stride/
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May a governor veto an application to Congress? 
When if ever, does a state’s application lapse? 
May a state insist in its application that Congress limit the Convention’s mandate to a specific amendment?? 
Must a state’s application propose a specific amendment, or may a state apply to revision the Constitution generally? 
By what criteria are applications proposing related but slightly different subjects or amendments to be aggregated or set apart? 
May a state rescind its application?  If so, within what period and by what vote? 
What role, if any, could a statewide referendum have in mandating or forbidding an application or a rescission? 
 
2. The Selection and Function of Delegates 
Who would be eligible to serve as a delegate? 
Must delegates be specifically elected?  Could Congress simply appoint its own members? 
Are the states to be equally represented, as they were in the 1787 Convention, or must the one-person, one-person vote rule 
apply? 
Would delegates be committed to cast a vote one way or the other on a proposed amendment? Could they be forbidden to 
propose certain amendments?  Would delegates at a Convention enjoy immunity parallel to that of members of Congress? 
Are delegates to be paid? If so, by whom? 
Could delegates be recalled? Could the Convention expel delegates? On what grounds? 
 
3. The Convention Process 
May Congress prescribe any rules for the Convention or limit its amending powers in any way? 
How is the Convention to be funded?  Could the power to withhold appropriations be used by Congress to control the 
Convention? 
May the Convention remain in session indefinitely? May it agree to reconvene as the need arises? May it choose not to propose 
the amendment for the purpose for which it was convened? 
 
4. Ratification of Proposed Amendments 
To what degree may Congress, under its Article V power to propose a "Mode of Ratification”, or ancillary to its Article V power 
to “call Convention”, or pursuant to its Article I power under the Necessary and Proper Clause, either refuse to submit to the 
states a proposed amendment for ratification or decide to submit such amendment under a severe time limit?  What if 
Congress and the Convention disagree on these matters? 
May Congress permit or prohibit rescission of a state’s ratification b vote? May the Convention?  What if Congress and the 
Convention disagree? 
 
From Dr. Larry Sabato in A More Perfect Constitution, p 204, fn 17, p 313 quoting issues raised by Harvard Law Professor 
Laurence H. Tribe in "Issues Raised by Requesting Congress to Call a Constitutional Convention to Propose a Balanced Budget 
Amendment," 10 Pacific Law Journal 627 (1979).        
 
9 Amendments to the U.S. Constitution 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amendments_11-27.html 
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 Amendments to the U.S. Constitution 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amendments_11-27.html 
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 Amendments to the U.S. Constitution 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amendments_11-27.html  

12 Values & Principles 
The difference between a value and a principle may depend on who you ask. From the World Book Dictionary, a value is an 
established ideal of life, objects, customs, ways of acting, and the like, that the members of a given society regard as desirable. 
A principle is a fundamental belief, a rule of action or conduct, a truth that is a foundation for other truths; fundamental, 
primary, or general truth.  In other terms, values are the building blocks of principles, while principles show how values are 
related to each other. Examples of values might be: 1. Life, 2. Liberty and 3. the Pursuit of Happiness.  An example of a Principle 
might be: 1. Human Beings have an inherent right to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. The line is often thin here and 
not all would agree with these definitions. http://www.americanfamilytraditions.com/values.htm 

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amendments_11-27.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amendments_11-27.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amendments_11-27.html
http://www.americanfamilytraditions.com/values.htm
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 See #7 above  
 
14 See #2 above 
 
15 Proposals to Amend the U.S. Constitution by Members of Congress 
Article V of the U.S. Constitution provides two ways to propose amendments to the Constitution. First, members of Congress 
may submit proposed amendments for review by Congress and has done so over 11,000 times.  Approximately 11,372 
measures have been proposed to amend the Constitution from 1789 through December 31, 2008. "Measures Proposed to 
Amend the Constitution". Statistics & Lists. United States Senate. 
www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/three_column_table/measures_proposed_to_amend_constitution.htm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_proposed_amendments_to_the_United_States_Constitution 
According to a study by C-SPAN, this is a count of the number of amendments proposed in each of the sessions of Congress in 
the 1990's: 106th (1999 only): 60; 105th (1997-98): 103; 104th (1995-96): 158; 103rd (1993-94): 156; 102nd (1991-92): 165; 
101st (1989-90): 214; www.usconstitution.net/constamprop.html  Second, the people may propose amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution by way of their state legislatures requesting a people’s convention. 

http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/three_column_table/measures_proposed_to_amend_constitution.htm
http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/three_column_table/measures_proposed_to_amend_constitution.htm
http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/three_column_table/measures_proposed_to_amend_constitution.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_proposed_amendments_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://www.c-span.org/questions/weekly54.asp
http://www.usconstitution.net/constamprop.html

